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South Africa stands at a defining moment in its journey 

towards building a society where every woman and child can 

live free from fear, harm, and deprivation. As we collectively 

reflect through the lens of the South African Child Gauge, we 

are reminded that the protection and empowerment of our 

youngest citizens is not merely a moral obligation, but more of 

a national imperative that defines the future of our democracy.

In line with Pillar 2 of the National Strategic Plan on Gender-

Based Violence and Femicide (NSP-GBVF), preventing violence 

against women and children requires more than reactive 

interventions. The pillar focuses on Prevention and Rebuilding 

Social Cohesion. It demands a shift in mindset, from response 

to prevention, from silence to action, from fragmented efforts 

to coordinated partnerships. As government, we have 

embraced an evidence-based, whole-of-society approach 

that prioritises prevention as the foundation of sustainable 

social transformation. This approach recognises that violence 

is not inevitable. It is learned, and therefore, it can be unlearned.

At the heart of our vision is the belief that every child 

deserves to grow up in a nurturing environment where they 

are valued, protected, and given the opportunity to thrive. Early 

childhood development, access to education, food security, 

and safe communities are not standalone priorities. These are 

the very conditions that shield children from vulnerability and 

build resilience against violence.

Our work is further guided by the NSP-GBVF, which 

sets out a bold and coordinated roadmap to end violence 

in our lifetime. Central to this plan is Pillar 1: Accountability, 

Coordination and Leadership, which calls for strengthened 

institutional frameworks and shared accountability across 

all sectors of society. We recognise that government cannot 

do this work alone. Families, communities, civil society, faith-

based organisations, and the private sector all have a critical 

role to play in shaping safer and more inclusive environments.

To this end, the Department of Women, Youth and Persons 

with Disabilities is leading the development of an Integrated 

Prevention Strategy, one that seeks to address the structural 

drivers of violence, including poverty, inequality, harmful social 

norms, and intergenerational trauma. Our focus is on breaking 

the cycle of violence before it begins, through targeted 

interventions that support positive parenting, promote gender 

equality, and ensure that children grow up witnessing respect 

and empathy in their homes and communities.

We are also investing in the social and economic 

empowerment of women and young people, because 

empowerment is prevention. A woman who is economically 

independent and a young person with hope for the future are 

far less vulnerable to exploitation, abuse, and neglect. Through 

the District Development Model, we are ensuring that these 

priorities are implemented at local level, where impact is most 

needed and most felt.

Ultimately, preventing violence against women and children 

is about nurturing a culture of care and accountability. Above 

all, a culture that restores dignity, builds trust, and reaffirms 

our shared humanity. The vision that government holds is 

one of a South Africa where every child can play without 

fear, where every woman can walk freely, and where every 

community becomes a safe haven of opportunity, equality, 

and love.

This issue of the Child Gauge is both a mirror and a map in 

terms of a reflection of where we stand, and a guide to where 

we must go. Let us move forward together, with courage, 

compassion, and conviction, to build a nation that truly 

protects and cherishes its women and children.




