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Minister of Social Development

The Honourable Nokuzola Sisisi Tolashe

I welcome the opportunity to contribute to the South African 

Child Gauge’s 18th publication, which focuses on violence 

against women and children in South Africa. While government 

has made giant strides in improving outcomes for all children 

over the last thirty years through implementing various pieces 

of legislation and programmes, the unacceptably high levels of 

violence against women and children remain a major challenge. 

The urgency to address this challenge is underlined by the last 

quarterly crime statistics released by the South African Police 

Service, which paint a bleak picture about the safety of women 

and children. 

Given the multidimensional nature of violence, we must also 

implement multidimensional partnerships. Such partnerships 

require the involvement of all sectors of our society. This was 

the principal motivator for the Department to develop the 

National Child Care and Protection Policy, a national road map 

for the provision of a continuum of childcare and protection 

programmes and services that are necessary to advance the 

National Development Plan and discharge our national and 

international obligations to children in South Africa.  

Guided by this policy, the Department has developed and 

is currently rolling out RISIHA, a community-based prevention 

and early intervention programme across the country, focusing 

on areas with high levels of violence. The programme provides 

direct, day-to-day prevention, early intervention, care and 

support services within the life spaces of children.  

The Department is also guided by the National Strategic 

Plan of Gender-Based Violence and Femicide (NSP-GBVF), an 

overarching national policy framework that guides national 

efforts towards preventing and responding to violence against 

women and children. The NSP-GBVF centres around six pillars, 

with the Department responsible for Pillar 4: Response, care, 

support and healing. In line with this mandate, work is already 

underway to expand shelter services for survivors of gender-

based violence. 

On the legislative front, we will table the Victim Support 

Services Bill before the Cabinet during this year. The Bill 

provides a framework within which victim support services may 

be provided to victims of violent crimes. The Bill further clarifies 

the roles and responsibilities of different service providers in 

the provision of victim empowerment services and mitigating 

secondary victimisation.

Over the coming months and years, prevention of violence 

against women and children will remain a central focus 

of our work. We will build and scale up on the successes of 

community-led prevention initiatives such as RISIHA. However, 

government’s contribution is only part of the story. Vital 

contributors to improved outcomes for all children are families, 

the foundation on which we rely to nurture our children and 

young people and instill a culture of non-violence and equality. 

We welcome this timely publication, which I have no doubt 

will go a long way towards strengthening our prevention and 

response programmes and the services of this Department 

that I am privileged to lead. I hope that this publication will 

also encourage reflection by all partners on the critical actions 

required to advance and uphold the rights of women and 

children in South Africa. 




