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8. Top 5 children’s roles
“When I look at the roles that children play in news I have moved from being beyond angry to furious”

Cedella Kasinahama, 12 years old, Female
Parkhurst Primary

Children are often seen but not heard in the media. This is evident as seen in Figure six which shows 
access to children at nine per cent. The media needs to access children in stories that are about them and 
should not confine them to stereotypical roles but diverse and empowering ones such as hero, winners 
and etc. It is important that the media shows children in their diversity in order to help challenge the 
stereotype of children seen in limited roles in the communities. This has not been the case as media 
continuously portrays children in roles that are negative, as can be seen in the figure below.

Figure 7 - Top 5 roles

The results above show that “Children” as a role dominated at 40 per cent followed by “Victim” at per cent. 
“Victim” as a role is disempowering to children as it paints them in a negative and helpless way while just 
mentioning them as “children” does not in any way mean they are shown in a positive light. “Children” as 
role was used when the story referred to children belonging to a particular family and making reference 
to children in general. While it is important for the media to recognise the vulnerable children especially 
in negative stories such as those about abuse, it should ensure that there are more empowering roles 
such as survivor, sportsperson and achievers. 
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