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distress or trauma after witnessing
violence against a family member.

= Negative role modelling. Children,
especially boys, may adopt abusive
behaviour after witnessing intimate
partner violence. They could also
lose respect for their mother after
witnessing violence against her.

= Protection and further victimisation.
The mother or child tries to stop
the husband/father using violence

KEY TAKEAWAY

Patriarchy is a cross-cutting risk
that influences violence against
both women and children.

Both adults and children
frequently normalise and justify
intimate partner violence and
violence against children.

Violence against women and
violence against children
not only occur in the same

household, they also have the

potential to trigger each other.

Attitudes justifying violence
against children are more deeply
entrenched than those relating
to violence against women.

Despite widespread acceptability
and frequency of violence,
children and adults aspire to
violence-free relationships.
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Intersecting violence in the family
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Control over
subordinate members

Alcohol, poverty & other exacerbating factors

against a family member, often
triggering further abuse.

m Displaced aggression. Parents
intentionally use children to retaliate
against each other or women
redirect violence against themselves
to their children.

TOWARDS AN INTEGRATED
PREVENTION PROGRAMME

While fully integrated approaches may
not always be desirable, this research
highlights potential entry points for
programmes to prevent violence
against both women and children.
Findings underscore the need to
address the patriarchal family structure
and consider the different power

dynamics between intimate partners
compared to parents and children.
Additional entry points include:

® Addressing rigid gender norms and
power imbalances between women
and men.

= Developing strategies to foster
positive relationship qualities such
as love, respect and empathy.

= Encouraging reflection on the
harmful effects of direct and
indirect experiences of violence
in the family.

® Deepening communication
and shared learning across the
intimate partner violence and
violence against children
prevention fields. u
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