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On October 29, 2023, Tara Collins, Steven Gibson,
Sheldon Caruana, Sachi Shukul, and three Canadian
young people from the ICCRP’s Intergenerational
Committee presented a virtual keynote at the
Ontario Association of Child and Youth Care (OACY(C)
conference: Exploring Challenges and Opportunities in
Intergenerational Rights-Based Relationships: Lessons
from the ICCRP.

The 12th National Conference on the Rights of Children and Adolescents event took place
from April 2-4, 2024 in Brasilia.

Irene Rizzini (CIESPI's Director and Professor at PUC-Rio) and Gustavo Gomes (research
assistant at CIESPI/PUC-Rio, a member of the South Fluminense Youth Forum, and Levante
Popular da Juventude) presented the project "Youth Participation and Protagonism in
Brazil: A Study in the South Fluminense Region of Rio de Janeiro" as part of their ICCRP
work.

The OACYC is dedicated to the professionalization of
Child and Youth Care by providing Child and Youth
Care Practitioners with high ethical practice
standards, advocating for recognition and growth of
the profession, and supporting the professional
development of practitioners, children and youth.

Irene and Gustavo also distributed two documents produced by the research team based on
the experiences of participation and protagonism of the young people in South Fluminense.
This included the "Practical Guide to Protagonism for Children and Adolescents” and the
document “Recommendations to Municipal Councils for the Rights of Children and
Adolescents (CMDCAs) on Child and Youth Participation”.

. - *More information about the event, the project and the publications can be found at
It was a pleasure to contribute to their important .. :
https://en.ciespi.org.br.* v
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s/ [N On January 15-16, 2024, the Children’s Institute at the University of Cape Town, South Africa,

\ / hosted a workshop with the Western Cape Commissioner for Children’s (WCCC) child government
monitors. The workshop was aimed at designing and planning the Participatory Action Research
that the WCCC is currently planning with the ICCRP. The program included research method
activities, and the crowd favourites were the body maps, and dotmocracy. The former involved
the participants drawing outlines of themselves and writing what makes them activists. This
activity resonated with many, showcasing “everyone’s personal growth not only as a person but

) as an activist” according to John-Lee, one of the participants.

Witnessing the newfound confidence in speaking out for themselves and others was a key takeaway. The
dotmocracy method activity asked participants to identify whether certain challenges were a high priority

within their respective communities was also a standout activity. This collaborative approach fostered empathy

and understanding, highlighting the common threads of struggle that connect them despite differing realities. ‘
The most enjoyable activity among many was the “Laduma research goals” as it allowed for some fun-filled

healthy competition. The group was tasked with writing down goals that they have for the research and then

were divided into teams of two. These two teams then had to go against each other to “score” these goals like

one would in a soccer match, signifying a commitment to achieving the goals. Participants described the joy of
writing what they wanted to see and using those goals to create a shared vision. “It kind of felt like you guys |
were saying we are going to achieve these goals” Lilitha shared, highlighting the empowering message. The
workshop provided the young people with tools that will aid them on their research journey and beyond.
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Our very own Child and Youth
Participant Coordinator, Sachi
Shukul, received the Isabella and ¢
Oscar Zacharias Undergraduate
Research Award from Toronto
Metropolitan University.

On September 29, 2023, during the XXXI Scientific and
Technological Initiation Seminar at PUC-Rio, Priscila Alves,
who is an undergraduate student in the Department of
Social Work and member of the CIESPI/PUC-Rio team,
received an honourable mention for presenting one of the
four best research projects in the Social Sciences.

This award promotes and recognises outstanding
research, and high academic achievement. She was

Priscila Alves was supervised by Professor Irene Rizzini as ' i e
recognised for her amazing work and dedication to

part of the ICCRP’s work in Brazil. The project focuses on

analyzing the participation of adolescents and young the ICCRP!
people in the promotion and protection of their rights. The . .
project also analyzes intergenerational relationships built If you. would I|I.(e t? read more about Sachi’s ‘
in decision-making processes, and political advocacy amazmg.contrlbutlons t°_ e f‘md so.me
spaces. Congratulations and amazing work! Photo: Priscila Alves (left) & Dr. Irene .helpful t'Ps Ll S0 o (i e 220 T =5 AT
Rizzini (right) holding their award plague involved in research, she has been featured on the
TMU Faculty of Community Services website found
here.

e Jane Kovarikova and Dr. Tara Collins received ethics approval from Toronto Metropolitan University’s
(TMU) Research Ethics Board (REB), and have begun recruitment for Case Study 1b “Intergenerational

The ICCRP welcomes our new Postdoctoral Relationships, Lived Experiences, and Ontario Child Welfare Policy and Practices”.

Researcher, Dr. Sarah Ciotti. Sarah comes to * Professor Kay Tisdall, Dr. Laura Wright, and the Children’s Parliament team in Scotland have received

us with a wealth of knowledge and practical ethics approval for their Child and Youth Activism Project work (CS 2b). They are now beginning to work

experience. We are so grateful for the with a group of Children’s Human Rights Defenders, their families, and government stakeholders.

valuable contributions Sarah has made, and e Dr. Irene Rizzini and her dedicated team at CIESPI, have begun collaborating with a school in Rio de

will continue to make, to the ICCRP. Janeiro to deliver child rights activism curriculum within a classroom. The CIESPI team hopes to engage
a group of young people who are interested in their Child and Youth Activism Project work (CS 2b).

Great to have you on board, Sarah! e Lucy Jamieson has received ethics approval from the University of Cape Town’s Human Research Ethics

Committee and TMU's REB for her research “Child Rights Focal Points in South Africa” (CS3a). Please see
the feature on page two of this newsletter for more details on their work so far.

e Policy Working Group co-leads, Dr. Natasha Blanchet-Cohen and Dr. Holly Doel-Mackaway have received
research ethics approval from Concordia University, and Macquarie University. They are awaiting final
approval from TMU’s REB before moving forward with their work to consider the policy implications of
the ICCRP’s various case studies.
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