
THERE’S been a groundswell of anger in the wake of Court ney Pi eters’s death. The three-year-old, whose body was found in a shal -
low grave near her Elsies River home last week, will be laid to rest today. There had been a nine-day long search for her.
Fam ily friend and ten ant, 40- year- old Mor timer Saun ders, has been for mally charged with Court ney’s rape and mur der.
The Man dela Ini tia tive an nounced it will host an ac tion di a logue in Cape Town. The two day event which starts on Mon day, will see
aca demics, mem bers of civil so ci ety as well as gov ern ment rep re sen ta tives take part in the dis cus sion. The plan is for them to iden -
tify key pri or i ties to re duce vi o lence against chil dren in the coun try, and break the in ter gen er a tional cy cle of vi o lence.
The hope is that the di a logue will go some way to wards en sur ing re spon sive child pro tec tion and child vi o lence preven tion ser vices.
Pres i dent Ja cob Zuma, who vis ited the Pi eters home on Thurs day, added his voice to those an gry with the in crease in at tacks on
women and chil dren. Zuma was par tic u larly crit i cal of the Elsies River police’s han dling of the in ves ti ga tion into Court ney’s dis ap -
pear ance, say ing; “When police were �rst asked to help, they treated the mother as the per pe tra tor, in stead of help ing with the
search.”
Min is ter of Police Fik ile Mbalula an nounced the open ing of a new satel lite sta tion for the area from Thurs day af ter com mu nity
mem bers com plained of a slow re ac tion time from police.
“The com mu nity has been ter rorised for years. We can not al low our peo ple to live in a hope less sit u a tion. They need hope, they need
progress,” Mbalula said.
It’s been a tur bu lent week for res i dents of Elsies River.
Deputy chair per son of the com mu nity polic ing fo rum Im raahn Mukad dam re signed, cit ing “police bungling” of Court ney’s case.
There had been a large-scale search for her, in volv ing mem bers of var i ous com mu nity neigh bour hood watches. Her body was found
in Bo fors Cir cle, Ep ping, last Satur day, less than 1km from her home.
An emo tional Mukad dam said: “I’ve been on a roller-coaster for the last two weeks and I just got to a point where, af ter Court ney’s
body was dis cov ered and the per pe tra tor was now found, the fact that I had seen him search for the child… show re morse – that just
got to me….”
Nine teen chil dren have been killed since the start of this year ac cord ing to West ern Cape NPA spokesper son Eric Ntabazalila. Saun -
ders is due to ap pear in court on Wed nes day.
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