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ANALYSIS

HE differences in the ma-
tric results of white and
black children reveal just
how grim is the pall that
apartheid continues to cast over the
life chances of South Africa’s pupils.

Data from the Basic Education
Department shows that the propor-
tion of black 22 to 25-vearolds who
by Last year had a matric certificate
to their name (48.4% ), was far lower
than the proportion of white vouths
(87.9%),

This was despite the 12.3% in-
crease, since 2002, in the proportion
of black African 22 to 25-year-olds
‘who had passed matric.

The proportion of coloured 22- to
25-year-olds who by last year had a
matric certificate to their name was
lowest of all. at47.6%.

OfF all the white pupils who wrote
matric last year, 98.3% passed. Butof
all the black African pupils who
wrote matric last year, 72.7% passed,
according to research by Ntsizwa Vi-
lakazi, a researcher with the depart-
ment.

Looking at figures on the number
of children attaining matric exemp
tion last year, 66.7% of white
matrics passed well enough to study
towards a degree at university, and
another 29.2% qualified to study to-
wards a diploma, But just 23.8% of
black matrics qualified to study to-
wards a degree at university.

Vilakazi's research was released
earlier this year, at a conference
hosted by the Research on Socio-
Economic Policy unit of Stellen-
bosch University, and funded by the
Programme to Support Pro-Poor
Policy Development - a partnership
between the South African Presi-
dency and the EU.

His data shows that the number
of black children making it from
Grade 10, and passing matric, is far
lower than for white children,

Dividing the number of Grade 12
passes by the Grade 10 enrolment
two years earlier equals the
throughput rate.

The throughput rate of
hlack African pupils has
steadily climbed from
284% in 2008, to 37.1%
in 2013,

But back in 2008 the
throughput rate for
white pupils was al-
ready more than dou-
ble that for
black pupils,
ar - 78.4%.
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Background & analysis

Replicating apartheid

Poverty and dysfunctional schools mean that the previously disadvantaged are still disadvantaged

STELLENBOSCH University education
researcher Mic Spaull recommends the
following to alleviate the problems:

® A national reading campaign with
the stogan: ‘Every child must read
fluently in the language of learning and
teaching of the school by the end of
Grade 3 (age 91

It should be well advertised and
must involve everyone from parents to
the president.

® improve what teachers know, and
how they teach it. Research has.
consistently shown that South Alrica's
teachers lack the basic content
knowledge and pedagogical skill to

POLICY OPTIONS

teach the subjects that they are
teaching. The department needs to
experiment with and evaluate
alternatives for teacher training -
especially in maths and English.

In the short term options that
showed some promise were highly
specified scripted besson plans for
teachers, and eye tests for children.

@ Awdit the qualifications and skills
of all district ofticials and curriculum
advisers in the country.

Many curricubum advisers — meant to
help teachers with subject expertise —
were nolappointed on meril Some
had only matric.

how pupils of different races per-
form in specific subjects, the depart-
ment fgures show that 83% of white
matrics scored above 40% for maths,
and 76% of white matrics scored
above 40% for physical science.

Amuch smaller numberof black
matries (26.5%) scored above 40%
for maths, and just 31.7% scored
above 404 for physical science.

A whopping 98.7% of white
matrics scored above 40% for maths
literacy, compared with 54% of
black matrics.

Root of problem

Nie Spaull, an education re-
searcher with Stellenbosch Univer-
sity, explains that the strong legacy
of apartheid, and the correlation be-
tween education and wealth, has
meant that, generally speaking,
poorer pupils fave worse at school,

The vast majority of schools
which served black pupils have re-
mained dysfunctional and unable to
teach pupils to properly read, write
and caleulate. In the new South
Afriean Child Gauge report, Spaull
explains that by Grade 3, children in.
the poorest 0% of schools are al-
ready three vears worth of learning
behind their wealthier peers,

This gap grows, and by the time
children are in Grade 9, they are five

vears worth of learn-
ing behind their
wealthier peers.
Research
has  con-
sistently
shown
that
most
South

deficits in the
early grades,
and that those
backlogs are the
root cause of un-
derperformance in
later years,
Poor quality ed-
ucation  helps
drive an inter-
penerational
cyele of
poverty
ﬁ Children
| inherit
the so-
cial

standing of their parents - no mat-
ter their own abilities or effort,

argues Spaull.

“The latest available Sacmeq
data of 2007 highlighted huge geo-
graphic inequalities in the country:
41% of rural Grade 6 learners were
functionally illiterate, compared
with enly 13% of urban learners in
the same grade,” Spaull says.

“Learners who cannot read flu-
ently by the end of Grade 4 cannot
engage with the rest of the curricu-
lum in meaningful ways. This is pri-
marily because in Grades 1 to 3 the
curriculum focuses on ‘learning to
read’, whereas from Grade 4 on-
wards it focuses on ‘reading to

This is why educationists empha-
sise that matrie begins in Grade 1.

Labour market

Maost black children continue to
receive a low-guality education,
which eondemns them to the under-
class of society, where poverty and
unemployment are the norm, Spaull
argues.

“An unequal education svstem
feeds into and perpetuates an un-
equal [abour market. Those children
whe attend dysfunctional schools
and do not attain any higher qualifi-
cations are the first ones to fill the
ranks of the unemployed and those
in low-status jobs.

“This is in stark contrast with
the situation of wealthy children
who attend functional (usually fee-
charging) schools, attain higher
qualifications and oceupy the upper
end of the labour market.”

The tragedy, Spaull says, is that
these two systems continue to repro-
duce themselves post-apartheid.

There are still two very different
and clearly differentiable education
systems that ave attended by the
rich and the poor respectively,

“Although the top part of the edu-
cation system and the labour market
are no longer racially homogenous
(white), they are largely split along
class lines. Those parents who can
afford to pay school fees and send
their children to wellfunctioning
government or independent schools
ensure that their children can get ac-
cese to the top part of the labour
market. Those parents who cannot
afford school fees arve excluded from
these schools, often in informal
ways. As it currently stands the du-
alistic South African education sys-
tem is not an engine of social mobili-
ty but rather one of the key

Pass rate and throughput rate

Throughput rate is the number of matric passes divided by the grade 10 enrolments two years earlier
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FALLING THROUGH
THE CRACKS

@ THERE are 3.3 million young
South Africans who are ‘Not in
Employment, Education or Training
{Meetsk: Their ranks are swelled by
school and university drop-outs,
According to the South African Child
Gauge report, published by UCT's
Children’s Institute, little is known
about what these young people do
with their time. They are dependent
on the earnings of other members
of the househaold, and on child or
old-age, grants.

® O 100 pupils who started
school in 2003, 49 made it to malric,
37 passed, and 14 qualified to go to
wniversity, Not all who qualified are
enrofled, and only hali of those who
are enrolled will eventually graduate,

mechanisms through which an un-
equal society is replicating itself”

Government efforts

Asked what the policy interven-
tions were which the department be-
lieved were best able to arrest the
factors that inhibited quality educa-
tion in formerly black schools, Basic
Education spokesman Elijah Mh-
langa said the co-ordination and col-
laboration between different gov-
ernment departmenbs enhties and

keholders must be

“T'he next phase of early child-
hood development implementation
will be characterised by improved
quality, improved efficiency, and in-
clusivity”

To improve the quality of Grade
R teaching, the department will:

® Provide a curriculum resource
pack to all public schools offering
Grade R

® Provide all Grade R pupils at
public schools with workbooks.

® Appoint  suitably  qualified
Grade R teachers.

® Upgrade the qualifications of
Grade R practitioners (unqualified)

.- L 1cd

for matric

begin in Grade 1, when proper
learning techniques should be
tanght_, .efpeﬁs s:"m

http://www.pressreader.com/south-africa/the-mercury/20151124

is the minimum of a National
Diploma in Grade R teaching.

@ Stipulate standards to guide
Grade R practitioners, teachers and
schools an the minimum elements
for providing a quality Grade R pro-
gramme.
® Move closely monitor sup-
port in provinces and
districts and at
Schools,
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Matric pass rates by population group
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