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Patrizia Benvenuti holds a BA degree in Political Science from the 
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice, Italy; and an MSc in Social Policy and 
Planning from the London School of Economics, United Kingdom. 
She started her development career with the Italian Embassy in the 
People’s Republic of China in 1998. In 2004 she joined the United 
Nations Emergency Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and worked in the 
area of child protection in Somalia, Bolivia, Dominican Republic, Haiti 
and Nepal. She is currently based in Pretoria and heads the Child 
Protection Programme of UNICEF South Africa.

Carol Bower is an independent consultant in the child rights field, 
with nearly 40 years’ experience in women’s and child rights civil 
society organisations. She holds an Honours degree in Psychology. 
Currently her main focus is the prohibition of corporal punishment 
in the home and advocacy for children’s rights to protection from 
abuse and violence. She has been an active member of the Working 
Group on Positive Discipline since its inception and has produced a 
number of papers and presentations on the prohibition of corporal 
punishment and the promotion of non-violent, nurturing parenting 
and positive discipline on behalf of the Working Group. 

Megan Briedé has an Honours degree in Social Work and Psychology 
and has worked extensively within the child protection sector for 
over 20 years. Whilst an independent consultant, she is presently 
technical director for the Government Capacity Building and Support 
Programme at Pact South Africa, which focuses on strengthening 
social systems for the improvement of services to vulnerable children.

Cathy Chames is a senior consultant at Southern Hemisphere, a social 
development consultancy based in Cape Town.  She has a Masters in 
Social Development (University of Cape Town) and has experience in 
the fields of applied research, planning, monitoring and evaluation, 
and training. She has a particular interest and experience in applying 
a systems approach as a conceptual framework for the design of 
research, programme evaluations and policy in the children’s sector.

Lucie Cluver is an associate professor at the Department of Social 
Policy and Intervention, Oxford University and the Department of 
Psychiatry and Mental Health, University of Cape Town. She works 
closely with South African government departments, UNICEF, 
USAID-PEPFAR and Save the Children to develop evidence-based 
programming for vulnerable children in Southern Africa. She has an 
exceptional team of collaborators, PhD students and postdoctoral 
colleagues. 

Peter Cooper is research professor of Psychopathology at the 
University of Reading in the United Kingdom, and professor 
extraordinaire at Stellenbosch University. His principal area of current 
research interest is the development and evaluation of interventions 
to prevent the adverse impact of early adversity on child socio-
emotional and cognitive development, especially in low- and middle-
income country contexts.

Andy Dawes is an associate professor emeritus in the Department 
of Psychology at the University of Cape Town. His primary endeavour 
over the past 10 years has been to encourage evidence-based 
approaches to South African policy-making and interventions for child 
protection and the promotion of early childhood development. He has 
recently led the development of a national rights-based approach to 
child well-being indicators for South Africa. His primary interest is in 
population-level interventions that enhance the rights, well-being and 
development of children living in disadvantaged circumstances.

Ariane De Lannoy is a senior researcher at the Poverty and Inequality 
Initiative at the University of Cape Town. She holds a PhD in Sociology. 
Her research work  focuses particularly on youth growing up in the 
rapidly urbanising environments of post-apartheid South Africa. 
Within the Poverty and Inequality Initiative, she facilitates knowledge 
exchange  between researchers, policy-makers and practitioners 
interested in bringing about change in the lives of young people in 
South Africa.

Bathabile Dlamini was appointed Minister of Social Development 
in October 2010, and she was reappointed to the portfolio after the 
2014 general elections. She studied for a BA degree in Social Work 
at the University of Zululand in 1989, and worked as a social worker 
with the physically disabled in Pietermartizburg. Bathabile became 
a Member of Parliament following the first democratic elections in 
1994, and from 1998 – 2008 she served as secretary-general of the 
ANC Women’s League. She is currently a member of both the African 
National Congress’s National Executive Committee, and National 
Working Committee. 

Aník Gevers is a specialist scientist at the Gender and Health 
Research Unit, Medical Research Council. She holds an honorary 
faculty position at the Department of Psychiatry and Mental Health, 
University of Cape Town. She specialises in intervention development, 
primary prevention of gender-based violence, child and adolescent 
mental health and well-being, and trauma-related mental health 
issues. 

Katharine Hall is a senior researcher at the Children’s Institute, 
University of Cape Town. Her work focuses on child poverty and 
inequality. Her specific interests relate to social protection, and to 
the dynamics of household form, mobility and care arrangements for 
children. Her Masters thesis examined the targeting of the Housing 
Subsidy Scheme from a child rights perspective; her PhD investigates 
patterns of child mobility in the context of female migration, and 
decision-making about care arrangements. Katharine leads “Children 
Count”, a continuous indicator project which analyses national survey 
data to monitor trends in a range of child-focused indicators.  

Lucy Jamieson is a senior researcher at the Children’s Institute, 
University of Cape Town. She has a BA (Hons) in Politics and an 
MSocSci in Democratic Governance. She has 18 years of experience 
in political campaign management, communications co-ordination 
and public consultation.

Lori Lake is commissioning editor at the Children’s Institute, 
University of Cape Town. She has specialised in the development of 
educational support materials in the fields of health, child protection 
and early childhood development, and currently co-convenes the 
Children’s Institute short course in child rights and child law for health 
and allied professionals.

Guy Lamb is the director of the Safety and Violence Initiative at 
the University of Cape Town. Prior to this he was a senior research 
fellow and programme head of the Arms Management Programme 
at the Institute for Security Studies. He has undertaken research and 
published on arms control, violence reduction, conflict management 
and peace building issues in Africa for more than 15 years. He has 
served on the United Nations Security Council Panel of Experts on 
Liberia and was a member of the UN’s Small Arms Control Standards 
Expert Reference Group. He has worked extensively with a number 
of African governments to strengthen firearms control processes in 
Southern Africa.

Mireille Landman is a clinical psychologist in private practice and 
a consultant, supervisor and trainer for parent–infant services at 
the  Parent Centre, a not-for-profit organisation offering a broad 
spectrum of services to carers of children in the Western Cape and 
beyond. She has a doctorate in Clinical Psychology and an area of 
special interest to her is the promotion of parent–infant mental health 
in poorly resourced communities. 

Dena Lomofsky is a managing member of Southern Hemisphere, 
a social development consultancy based in Cape Town. She is a 
development sociologist with an MA in Development Studies. She 
practises as a consultant in programme design and planning, monitoring 
and evaluation, applied research, training and facilitation. Her special 
interest areas are participatory processes, children’s programmes, 
policy influence and community development.
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Pumeza Mafani is the national co-ordinator of the Thuthuzela Care 
Centres (TCCS) of the National Prosecuting Authority. She has a BA 
Honours in Political Studies, and is busy completing an LLB degree. 
Her responsibilities include, amongst others, reviewing and evaluating 
the technical, institutional and financial feasibility and constraints of 
the TCCs for effectiveness and sustainability.

Mokhantšo Makoae is a senior research specialist at the Human 
Sciences Research Council. She has a PhD in Sociology and specialises 
in research on the ethic of care and child well-being with a focus 
on the primary prevention of child maltreatment and child–family 
services for secondary and tertiary prevention. 

Pinky Mahlangu  is a senior scientist working on the Skhokho 
Supporting Success project, a school-based, gender-based violence 
intervention of the Gender and Health Research Unit at the Medical 
Research Council. She has a Masters in Development Planning and 
specialises in research on gender-based violence, policy analysis and 
governance issues. 

Catherine Mathews is the director of the Health Systems Research 
Unit, South African Medical Research Council. She is also an honorary 
Associate Professor at the University of Cape Town, in the School 
of Public Health and Family Medicine and in the Department of 
Psychiatry and Mental Health. She has a PhD in Public Health, and her 
research is in the field of HIV prevention and adolescent sexual and 
reproductive health.

Mike Masutha was appointed the Minister of Justice and Correctional 
Services in May 2014. He studied for a BJuris degree at the University 
of Limpopo in 1988 and was admitted to practice as an Advocate of 
the High Court of South Africa in 1995. Minister Masutha has been a 
member of Parliament from 1999 to date. He served as the Deputy 
Minister of Science and Technology from 2013 to 2014.

Shanaaz Mathews is the director of the Children’s Institute, 
University of Cape Town, and has a PhD in Public Health. Prior to 
this appointment she was a specialist scientist for the Gender and 
Health Research Unit of the Medical Research Council for 11 years. 
Her research interests include violence against women and children, 
as well as pathways to violent masculinities using both qualitative 
and quantitative approaches. Her current research projects have a 
focus on programme evaluation and strengthening child protection 
systems. 

Franziska Meinck is a post-doctoral research fellow at the Centre 
for Evidence-Based Interventions at the University of Oxford. She 
has a BA in Social Work and an MSc and a PhD in Evidence-Based 
Social Interventions. Franziska’s research focuses on child abuse 
victimisation.

Helen Meintjes is currently the programmes manager at the 
Children’s Hospital Trust. A social anthropologist by training, her 
research has focused primarily on the nature of formal and informal 
care for children in the context of the AIDS pandemic in South Africa. 

Lynne Murray is professor of Developmental Psychopathology at the 
University of Reading, United Kingdom, and extraordinary professor 
at Stellenbosch University. Her scholarly work concerns the effects of 
adversity (eg parental psychiatric disorder, poverty, child congenital 
disorder) on parenting and child development; and the development 
of interventions to support parenting and prevent adverse child 
outcomes.  

Nadine Nannan is a senior researcher with the Burden of Disease 
Research Unit, at the Medical Research Council. She holds Masters 
degrees in Molecular Biology and Medical Demography. Her interests 
are in child mortality, inequalities in child health and burden of disease.

Mzikazi Nduna holds a PhD degree and is a National Research 
Foundation Y-rated scientist and an associate professor in the 
Department of Psychology, University of the Witwatersrand. She 
has research interests in HIV/AIDS, father connections, sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, gender and gender-based violence. 

Christina Nomdo is the executive director of Resources Aimed at the 
Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (RAPCAN). She has a Masters 
in Gender Studies and specialises in institution building, advocacy, 
research and training. Her special interests are children’s autonomy 
rights, child rights budgeting and youth development

Shaheda Omar is the clinical director of The Teddy Bear Clinic for 
Abused Children, and has been involved in the child protection field 
for over 20 years.  She completed her doctorate in Social Work at the 
University of Johannesburg in 2011, contributing a risk assessment 
tool for child sexual offenders. Her areas of expertise are: child-on-
child sexual abuse, the development and implementation of diversion 
programmes for young sex offenders, forensic assessments, 
advocacy, and training in the field of child abuse. Shaheda sits on 
various local and national child protection committees, contributing 
to legislation and policy development.

Mastoera Sadan is the programme manager of the Programme to 
Support Pro-poor Policy Development (PSPPD), a partnership of the 
Presidency, Republic of South Africa and the European Union. She 
also manages the National Income Dynamics Study, South Africa’s 
national panel survey. Mastoera is a doctoral candidate at Rhodes 
University. She has a particular interest in state forms and social 
policy, and poverty and inequality. She was a visiting scholar at the 
University of Oxford in 2002/03. She holds an MSc from the London 
School of Economics.

Moefeeda Salie-Kagee is the social work consultant to the Isibindi 
project nationally and senior mentor for the National Association of 
Child Care Workers’ Western Cape office. She holds a BA in Social 
Work with over 18 years’ experience in direct work, programme 
development and training in the areas of children’s rights and child 
protection.

Winnie Sambu is a researcher at the Children’s Institute, University 
of Cape Town. She holds an MA in Development Management 
at Ruhr-Universität Bochum and a Masters degree in Economics 
(Development Studies) from the University of the Western Cape. Her 
focus at the Institute has been on quantitative research surrounding 
socio-economic issues such as poverty and inequality, food and 
nutrition security, and household living conditions. 

Marta Santos Pais is the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General on Violence against Children. Actively engaged in human 
rights for more than 30 years, she participated in the drafting of 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and was 
the Rapporteur of the UN Committee established to monitor its 
implementation. In UNICEF, she was director of the Innocenti 
Research Centre and of Evaluation, Policy and Planning. She served 
as Special Advisor to the Machel Study on Children in Armed Conflict 
and to the UN Study on Violence against Children and has authored 
many studies and publications.

Sarah Skeen is the programme director of the Partnership for 
Alcohol and AIDS Intervention Research, Centre for Public Mental 
Health, Stellenbosch University. Her work focuses on evaluating 
interventions for child development, mental health and psycho-social 
well-being. Her interests include child and adolescent mental health, 
substance use, health policy, and research communication.  

Charmaine Smith is the communication and knowledge manager 
of the Children’s Institute, University of Cape Town. A journalist in 
background, she has been applying her media and communication 
skills in the development sector for the past 13 years. She is mainly 
responsible for the communication and marketing of the Institute 
and its work and publications, and been privileged to serve on all the 
editorial teams of the South African Child Gauge since its start-up in 
2005. She is busy completing a Masters degree in Journalism.

Nikki Stein is an attorney at SECTION27, a public interest law centre 
based in Johannesburg. She has a Masters in Law from the University 
of Virginia. The focus of her work is on the right to basic education, 
and the obligations of state and non-state actors arising from that 
right. She has worked on cases around provision of textbooks, 
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infrastructure, furniture and school sanitation as well as specific 
provision for learners with special educational needs. She also works 
on cases involving sexual and other violence against learners in 
schools.

Mark Tomlinson is a professor in the Department of Psychology at 
Stellenbosch University.  His scholarly work has involved a diverse 
range of topics that have in common an interest in factors that 
contribute to compromised maternal health, to understanding 
infant and child development in contexts of high adversity and how 
to develop community-based intervention programmes.  He has a 
particular interest in understanding infant and child development in 
the context of caregiver mental illness. He has published over 100 
papers in peer-reviewed journals, edited two books and published 
numerous chapters.  

Wessel van den Berg is the Child Rights and Positive Parenting 
portfolio manager at Sonke Gender Justice in Cape Town. In this 
capacity he supports Sonke’s work on children’s rights in the Africa 
region, and globally. The portfolio includes the MenCare Fatherhood 
Campaign and advocacy for positive discipline towards the prohibition 
of physical and humiliating punishment in all settings. Wessel has 
worked within the social change environment on youth development, 
public health, gender transformation and sustainable development. 
He holds a Masters degree in Sustainable Development (cum laude) 
and is currently enrolled for a PhD research focused on the men, care 
and gender justice in South Africa.

Joan van Niekerk has worked in child protection for the past 25 
years and has a specific interest in law and policy relating to 
children’s rights. She served as director for Childline KwaZulu-Natal 
and developed many of their prevention and response programmes, 
and then worked as the national co-ordinator for Childline South 
Africa. She has provided training on child protection issues in South 
Africa and internationally, and is the president of the International 
Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect. 

Lorenzo Wakefield is the research fellow for the Consortium on 
Crime and Violence Prevention established by the African Policing 
Civilian Oversight Forum and the Centre for Justice and Crime 
Prevention. He holds a Masters degree in International and Human 
Rights Law from the University of the Western Cape. He specialises 
in research, advocacy, training and lecturing in children’s rights 
(especially matters in relation to justice for children) and women’s 
rights (especially matters in relation to gender-based violence). He is 
currently conducting research and advocacy on crime and violence 
prevention.

Samantha Waterhouse is the head of the Parliamentary Programme 
at the Community Law Centre, University of the Western Cape. She 
has focused on advocacy for law reform and implementation on 
children’s rights and sexual offences, emphasising the importance 
of civil society engagement with state processes. She is currently 
completing an MPhil in Social Justice. 




