
William Bird is the director of Media Monitoring Africa (MMA).
He is an Ashoka and LINC fellow. William has been monitoring
the media for 16 years, and has been working with the media
to entrench human rights values. He has two boys, both of
whom have been introduced to the joy of media monitoring.
Together with MMA, William is working on taking media
monitoring throughout the continent.

Rachel Bray is an independent researcher and consultant. She
has a doctorate in social anthropology and has researched
children’s lives and social policy for 20 years. Her aim is to
understand and document the world as experienced by children,
to equip others to do the same, and to feed this learning to
decision-makers. She recently co-authored the book Growing up
in the New South Africa: Childhood and adolescence in post-
apartheid Cape Town.

Matt Chennells was an intern at the Children’s Institute, Uni-
versity of Cape Town in 2011. He has a degree in business
science: economics from the University of Cape Town (UCT).
His particular interests are in the analysis of poverty dynamics
and issues relating to the welfare of children. Matt tutored on
the STATA training course at UCT’s South African Labour and
Development Research Unit. His statistical skills have been
invaluable to the Children Count project where he helped revise
methods for analysing income poverty, unemployment rates and
eligibility for social grants.

Tendai Nhenga-Chakarisa is a senior researcher at the Chil-
dren’s Institute, University of Cape Town (UCT). She holds a PhD
in public law from UCT. Her expertise extends to both legal and
social science research and technical support. Her research to
date involved critical analyses of international and national instru-
ments on children’s rights, and assessing African countries’
progress towards ratification, incorporation into domestic law
and implementation. 

Glynis Clacherty, director of Clacherty & Associates, is a
recognised expert in participatory research with children and in
evaluation research. She has worked in east and southern Africa
for a number of different organisations, including the United
Nations Children’s Fund, the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, Save the Children, PLAN International, the
Regional Psychosocial Support Initiative and Soul City Institute
for Health & Development Communication.

Minette Coetzee is an associate professor at the University of
Cape Town School of Child and Adolescent Health at the Red
Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital. She leads a practice
development initiative with two major components: a broad-
based practice improvement research programme and two
postgraduate diplomas in paediatric and paediatric critical care
nursing. She works with children’s nurses throughout southern
Africa to translate complex scientific understanding and evidence
into simple and effective nursing interventions.

Katharine Hall is a senior researcher at the Children’s Institute,
University of Cape Town (UCT). Her work at the Institute focuses
on the targeting of government services and poverty alleviation
programmes for children. She has a Masters in sociology from

UCT and has been leading Children Count – Abantwana Bablul-
ulekile, an ongoing data and advocacy project of the Institute,
since its establishment in 2005 to monitor progress for children.

Lucy Jamieson is a senior advocacy co-ordinator at the Chil-
dren’s Institute, University of Cape Town. She has a BA (Hons)
in politics and is currently completing an MA in democratic
governance. She has 17 years of experience in political cam-
paign management, communications co-ordination and public
consultation.

Jill Kruger is a research associate in the Centre for Language
and Culture, University of Johannesburg. She has an MA in social
anthropology, a Higher Diploma in library and information science,
and was trained in children’s participation through short-term
scholarships at the Norwegian Centre for Child Research (NOSEB)
and the Averroes Institute in the Netherlands. As a social anthro-
pologist and documentary filmmaker she uses ethnographic and
participatory research in child-focused intervention programmes.
Her work focuses on children marginalised in society, including
in situations of poverty and with chronic illness.

Lori Lake is commissioning editor at the Children’s Institute,
University of Cape Town. She has an Honours degree in anthro-
pology and has spent the past 16 years developing education
support material for government and civil society, with a
particular focus on health, safety, child protection, children’s
rights and early childhood development.

Prinslean Mahery was a senior researcher at the Children’s
Institute, University of Cape Town and is now lecturing at the
School of Law at the University of the Witwatersrand. She has
two law degrees, an LLB and a Masters in constitutional liti-
gation, both from the University of the Western Cape. She is a
legal researcher in the area of children’s rights. Her particular
research interests are legal reform, advocacy, children’s health
rights and the development of practitioners’ guides to the
Children’s Act.

Aadielah Maker is senior campaigns manager at the Soul City
Institute for Health & Development Communication. She has a
Masters in community health and was instrumental in estab-
lishing the Soul Buddyz multi-media project, which works with
8 – 12-year-olds in South Africa. Aadielah managed the Soul
Buddyz Club project and was executive producer of the Soul
Buddyz drama and the reality television show Buddyz on the
Move. She is currently campaigns manager for the “Phuza Wize.
Live safe. Drink Safe” campaign.

Andile Mayekiso is a junior researcher at the Children’s Insti-
tute, University of Cape Town. He has an Masters in sociology
from Rhodes University and is currently embarking on a PhD in
social anthropology. His areas of interest include infants with
HIV-positive parents, fatherhood, street children, migration
studies and social policy.

Helen Meintjes is a senior researcher at the Children’s
Institute, University of Cape Town. Her research has focused on
issues related to the provision of care for children affected by
AIDS, and in particular the relationship between global discourses
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on children and HIV, informal and formal care provision, and
policy and programming. She is one of the founders of the
Abaqophi BakwaZisize Abakhanyayo Children’s Radio Project. 

Rutendo Murambiwa was an intern at the Children’s Institute,
University of Cape Town in 2011. She has a BSc (Hons) in
economics, BSocSc (Hons) in development studies and is
currently completing an MPhil in development studies. During
her internship she analysed national data for child-centred indi-
cators with a focus on education. Her other research interests
are violence, conflict and development. 

Christina Nomdo is the executive director of RAPCAN –
Resources Aimed at the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect.
She completed a research Masters focusing on gendered social
networks. Christina is a child and gender rights advocate and
has worked and published in the arenas of child rights budgeting
– specialising in social development and education, children’s
participation in governance and gendered social networks.

Shirley Pendlebury is the director of the Children’s Institute,
University of Cape Town. She has a PhD in education and is well
known nationally and internationally for her wide-ranging academic
work in education. Social justice and human rights in education
have been a recurring theme in her research, publications,
conference presentations, teaching and postgraduate super-
vision. She has a strong commitment to interdisciplinary, socially
responsible research.

Mike Rahfaldt is the executive director of the Children’s Radio
Foundation. Based in Cape Town, Mike earned his PhD in ethno-
musicology at the University of Michigan in 2007, and previously
lectured in the Department of Social Anthropology and the
Centre for Film and Media Studies at the University of Cape
Town.

Hazel Roberts is an independent research psychologist. She
holds an MA in psychology and has worked on projects for the
Human Sciences Research Council, RAPCAN and the University
of the Western Cape. Her research interests include children’s
participation, rights and citizenship, motherhood and parenting.

Tamlyn Roman was an intern at the Children’s Institute, Uni-
versity of Cape Town (UCT) in 2011. She is busy completing a
Masters in applied development economics at UCT. Her contri-
bution to this issue of the South African Child Gauge has been
the analysis of national data to update child-centred indicators
– particularly those related to public health, which is her broad
research focus.

Charmaine Smith is the communication and knowledge
manager of the Children’s Institute, University of Cape Town. A
journalist in background, she has been applying her media and
communication skills in the development sector for the past 10
years. She is mainly responsible for the communication and
marketing of the Institute and its work, and has served on all
the editorial teams of the South African Child Gauge since its
start-up in 2005.

Desmond Mpilo Tutu was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
1984. He served as Archbishop of Cape Town, and, following
the first democratic elections, he chaired the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission. The Archbishop has held several distin-
guished academic and leadership positions and has received
numerous awards and honorary degrees. Although officially

retired he remains active in the quest for peace and dignity and
is currently chairman of the group of distinguished statesmen
and women, called The Elders.

André Viviers is senior social policy specialist at the United
Nations Children’s Fund South Africa. He holds a Masters in
social work (with distinction) from the University of Pretoria, which
focused on the ethics of children’s participation. His research
interests are child rights, policy impact assessment, early child-
hood development and social justice. He has 22 years’ experi-
ence in social work, mainly in the child care and child rights field.
He has a deep interest in children’s civil and political rights.

Lulu Xingwana is the Minister for Women, Children and People
with Disabilities. She has vast experience working in civil society,
Parliament and government. Amongst others, she was the
women’s programme director at the South African Council of
Churches and the head of the development section of the ANC
Women’s League. As a member of the first democratic Parlia-
ment, she chaired the Parliamentary Women Caucus and the
Joint Monitoring Committee on Improvement of Quality of Life
and Status of Women. Women empowerment has been her
passion in all portfolios she has occupied as the Deputy Minister
of Minerals and Energy, the Minister of Agriculture and Land
Affairs and the Minister of Arts and Culture.

About the children

A group of 18 children from five different organisations produced
the sculptures and artwork used in the book. They also worked
with the editorial team to design the accompanying Children are
Citizens poster and reviewed a child-friendly summary of this
issue of the South African Child Gauge. The children came from
the Children’s Resource Centre, Disabled Children’s Action Group,
Equal Education, Resources Aimed at the Prevention of Child
Abuse and Neglect, and Soul Buddyz (Mbekweni). They are:
Chelsea Benting, Martinique Carelse, Hansin Demas, Lwando
Dinana, Nontsikelelo Dlulani, Siyanda Dosi, Austin Felix, Nicole
Galant, Florins Hendricks, Allistair Heyns,  Asenathi Kanayo,
Curwin Kennell, Busiswa Mabija, Phathiswa Shushwana, Desire
Hamer, Daniel Stemmet, Aeysha Witbooi and Someleze Yayase.
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Taking a break: Play is also participation




