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The theme for this sixth issue of the South African Child Gauge
was inspired by the Children’s Institute’s  involvement in an inter-
national academic network and seminar series on  "Theorising
Children's Participation: Learning across countries and across
disciplines",i funded by the Leverhulme Trust.

Many people have played a part in the production of this issue.
In particular, we’d like to acknowledge:  

•   the authors, whose dedication and commitment remained 
throughout in spite of busy schedules.

•   the Most Revered Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, for the 
Foreword, and the Honourable Minister of Women, Children
and People with Disabilities, Ms Lulu Xingwana, for her 
Reflections on children’s participation.

•   the peer-reviewers who so unselfishly gave their time to 
comment on the essays and recommend improvements: 

    –   Sanja Bornman (Alliance for Children's Entitlement to 
        Social Security)
    –   Vivienne Bozalek (Directorate of Teaching and Learning, 
        University of the Western Cape)
    –   Udi Butler (School of Anthropology and Museum Ethno-
        graphy, University of Oxford)
    –   Glynis Clacherty (Clacherty & Associates)
    –   Rachel Hinton (UK Department For International Develop-
        ment, Ghana)
    –   Ravi Karkara (Adolescent Development and Participation, 
        UNICEF headquarters, New York)
    –   Jill Kruger (Centre for Language and Culture, University 
        of Johannesburg)
    –   Gerison Lansdown (International Institute for Child Rights 
        and Development, University of Victoria, Canada)
    –   Jackie Loffell (National Child Welfare Society)
    –   Aadielah Maker (Soul City Institute for Health & Develop-
        ment Communication)
    –   Benyam Dawit Mezmur (Community Law Centre, University 
        of the Western Cape)
    –   Shireen Motala (Research Innovation and Advancement, 
        University of Johannesburg)
    –   Anne Skelton (Centre for Child Law, University of Pretoria)
    –   Kay Tisdall (Centre for Research on Families and Relation-
        ships, University of Edinburgh)
    –   Salim Vally (Centre for Education Rights and Trans-
        formation, University of Johannesburg)

•   the children who produced the sculptures and artwork used 
in the book, who worked with the editorial team to design
the accompanying Children Are Citizens poster, and who
reviewed a child-friendly summary of the publication. They
came from the Children’s Resource Centre, Disabled
Children’s Action Group, Equal Education, Resources Aimed

at the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect, and Soul
Buddyz (Mbekweni). See pp. 20 – 21 for more details.

•   the Children’s Rights Centre, in particular Janet Prest Talbot, 
for facilitating the children’s participation process.

•   Gabriel Urgoiti, for conceptualising and facilitating a work-
shop with the children’s group to prepare for their partici-
pation in the launch of the publication and poster.

•   Frank Joubert Art Centre for the art workshop with the group 
of children.

•   Children’s Institute researchers who supported the editorial 
team in many ways, and administrative, communication and
knowledge management staff for their support in the
production, distribution and marketing of the publication,
especially Anthea Maree, Fazlin Harribi and Glenda Vena.

•   UNICEF South Africa for their contributions to the editorial 
team and communication strategy, and for funding the 
production and certain marketing materials.

•   The ELMA Foundation for their ongoing support to the Chil-
dren’s Institute as a major donor. 

•   Atlantic Philanthropies for their financial support for this issue.
•   The Programme to Support Pro-Poor Policy Development 

(PSPPD), a partnership programme of the Presidency,
Republic of South Africa, and the Delegation of the European
Union, for financial support to update the Children Count
monitor (the contents of which are the sole responsibility of
the author/s, and can under no circumstances be regarded 
as reflecting the position of the European Union).

•   Jenny Young for the design and layout of the book, and Designs 
    4 Development for the design of the accompanying poster. 
•   J. Ryan for the printing. 

Opinions expressed and conclusions arrived at are those of the
authors and are not necessarily attributed to any of the donors
or reviewers.
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