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The South African Child Gauge is produced by the

Children’s Institute, University of Cape Town. The aim 

of this annual publication is to report on the situation 

of children to highlight the challenges related to the 

promotion and protection of children’s rights.  

The South African Child Gauge examines the links

between children’s reality, South Africa’s commitments 

to child rights, and society’s progress in this regard. 

This is done through commentary on the country’s

response to different aspects of realising children’s 

rights, and through a set of broad-based indicators

aimed at gauging improvements in the situation of 

children over time. This first edition focuses on children

and HIV/AIDS, presented against the backdrop of 

a narrative and quantitative snap-shot of the situation 

of children in South Africa.

The Children’s Institute aims to contribute to policies,

laws and interventions that promote equity and realise

the rights and improve the conditions of all children in

South Africa, through research, advocacy, education and

technical support.
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