
The South African Child Gauge tracks progress towards the realisation 
of children’s rights and is produced annually by the Children’s Institute, 
University of Cape Town.
   The South African Child Gauge 2009/2010 is fifth in the series and 
focuses on child health. This issue also reflects on recent legislative 
developments affecting children’s health, and provides child-centred 
data tracking children’s access to social assistance, education, health 
care, housing and basic services.
   The Children’s Institute aims to contribute to policies, laws and 
interventions that promote equality and realise the rights and improve 
the conditions of all children in South Africa, through research, advocacy,
education and technical support.

What readers say about the South African Child Gauge

“[T]he South African Child Gauge is the only publication in South Africa
that combines detailed empirical data ... in a user-friendly and accessible
format, with insightful and thought-provoking research and commentary
in the sphere of children’s rights.”
Belinda van Heerden, Supreme Court judge

“It’s an invaluable campaigning tool for activists but also provides 
academics and state officials the means to critically examine and reflect
on the glossy rhetoric of our policies in contrast to the actual reality 
on the ground.”
Salim Vally, Centre for Education Rights and Transformation, 

University of Johannesburg

“It’s authoritative, well researched, well written and easy to understand.”
Dr Maria Mabetoa, Department of Social Development
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