
136 South African Child Gauge 2016

About the contributors

Lizette Berry is a senior researcher at the Children’s Institute, 
University of Cape Town. She holds a Masters in Social Science, 
specialising in social policy and management. She has 15 years’ 
experience in child policy research and has a background in social 
work. Lizette has an interest in the care and development of children 
and recently contributed to a SADC education policy framework 
that promotes learner care and support. She also contributed to the 
Department of Social Development’s White Paper on Families and the 
National ECD Policy and Programme, and was the lead editor of the 
South African Child Gauge 2013.

Debbie Budlender is an independent research consultant. She was 
employed as a specialist researcher with the Community Agency for 
Social Enquiry, a non-governmental organisation working in the area 
of social policy research, from 1998 to June 2012. She continues to 
work on social policy issues, with a special interest in government 
budgets, statistics, gender, labour and children.

Aislinn Delany is a senior researcher at the Children’s Institute, 
University of Cape Town, with a particular interest in issues of poverty, 
inequality and social protection. She holds a Masters in Research 
Psychology from the University of KwaZulu-Natal and a Masters in 
Poverty and Development from the Institute of Development Studies, 
University of Sussex.

Bathabile Dlamini was appointed Minister of Social Development 
in October 2010, and was reappointed to the portfolio after the 
2014 general elections. She obtained a BA in Social Work from the 
University of Zululand in 1989, and worked as a social worker at 
an organisation for persons with disabilities in Pietermaritzburg. 
She became a Member of Parliament following the first democratic 
elections in 1994, and from 1998 – 2008 she served as Secretary-
General of the ANC Women’s League. She is currently the President of 
the ANCWL, and is also a member of the African National Congress’s 
National Executive Committee and National Working Committee.

Alejandro Grinspun is currently with the Social Inclusion & Policy 
Section at UNICEF Headquarters. Until recently, he served as chief 
of social policy with UNICEF South Africa. A graduate of Columbia 
University, Alejandro is a sociologist and public policy specialist. He 
worked for the Argentine government in the 1980s, then joined the 
UN system and has held technical and advisory posts in New York, 
Brazil, Mexico and Tanzania. Alejandro’s areas of interest relate to 
public policy, especially in connection to poverty and inequality, 
social protection, child well-being and rights-based approaches to 
development. He has published widely on these topics.

Lauren Graham, a development sociologist, is associate professor 
at the Centre for Social Development in Africa at the University of 
Johannesburg. She holds a doctorate in sociology.  Lauren’s research 
focuses on youth transitions and the interventions that are required 
to support young people to make successful transitions to adulthood, 
including their transition to work.  

Eleonora Guarnieri is a visiting scholar at the Economic Policy 
Research Institute and a PhD candidate at the Ifo Institute for Economic 
Research in Germany. At EPRI, she formulated a business case for 
sustained investments in social protection in Uganda, and investigated 
the impact of the Social Assistance Grant for Empowerment (SAGE) 
programme on school attendance, employment and child health. 
She also contributed to an Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development research project in Cambodia, and participated 
as teaching assistant on social protection courses for government 
officials in Malawi and Bangladesh. Her current research focus is on 
the impact of female employment on domestic violence in developing 
countries.

Katharine Hall is a senior researcher at the Children’s Institute. Her 
research is mainly in the areas of child poverty, inequality and social 
policy. She has worked on household form and care arrangements for 
children, and has a strong interest in housing policy, migration, and 
processes of urbanisation. She coordinates Children Count, a project 
that monitors the situation of children in South Africa through child-
centred analysis of national household surveys. She is a standing 
committee member of the International Society for Child Indicators 
and serves on UCT’s cross-faculty Poverty and Inequality Planning 
Group.

Selwyn Jehoma is managing director of the Economic Policy 
Research Institute: Pretoria Branch. Previously, he served as deputy 
director-general for social security in the Department of Social 
Development.

Lori Lake is commissioning editor at the Children’s Institute (CI). 
She specialises in knowledge translation and making complex 
ideas accessible to a wider audience. Lori plays a central role in the 
production of the annual South African Child Gauge and convenes 
CI’s child rights courses for health and allied professionals. She is 
currently completing her Masters in Higher Education with a focus on 
child rights education as a tool for transformation.

Francie Lund lives in Durban, South Africa. During the political 
transition in the 1980s and up to 1994 she was in involved in social 
policy reform. In 1995/1996 she chaired the Lund Committee on Child 
and Family Support, which led to the introduction of the Child Support 
Grant. While at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, she did research in 
the School of Built Environment and Development Studies, and taught 
Social Policy. She works with the global Social Protection Programme 
of WIEGO – Women in Informal Employment: Globalizing and 
Organizing – a research and advocacy organisation that addresses the 
working conditions of informal workers around the world, especially 
poorer women. She is in interested in the gendered effects of social 
assistance to poor households, in the relationship between child 
care provision and women’s incomes, and in occupational health and 
safety for informal workers.  



137For more data, visit www.childrencount.uct.ac.za

Lynette Maart is the national director of the Black Sash. She worked 
in early childhood development for eight years, piloting innovative 
models for those living in poor rural areas and in informal settlements. 
She also worked for 15 years as an organisation development 
consultant to not-for-profit organisations in the land, urban 
development, social development, heritage and philanthropy sectors. 
Lynette was the deputy director of the Robben Island Museum for 
five years, and worked on various heritage projects after her tenure. 
Her current focus is on the delivery and impact of outsourcing socio-
economic rights to commercial entities.

Maureen Mogotsi is a director of Children and Family Benefits in 
the National Department of Social Development (DSD). She holds 
a doctorate in social work from the University of Pretoria and has 
worked as a lecturer and senior lecturer in social work departments 
at North-West University (Mafikeng Campus) and the University of 
Pretoria, respectively. At DSD, Maureen is responsible for research, 
development and the review of social security policies aimed at 
addressing poverty and inequality amongst children, youth and 
families.

Zaheera Mohamed recently joined Ilifa Labantwana as the early 
childhood development (ECD) financing director after spending 
12 years at the National Treasury focusing on social development. 
She holds a Masters in Social Development. She has formed part of 
many key policy and financing reforms (including the development  
of the Children’s Act), managed a social welfare financing project 
and developed key proposals on how to improve government’s 
existing funding arrangements with non-profit organisations. She was 
instrumental in the introduction of an ECD conditional grant that will 
be implemented from 2017.

Michell Mpike is an associate of the Southern African Social Policy 
Research Institute (SASPRI), having previously worked at SASPRI 
as a research officer. Her main interests are youth development, 
education, early childhood development and inequality. Michell 
graduated from the University of Cape Town with a Bachelor of 
Social Sciences (Honours) in Social Development. She has worked 
as a researcher and facilitator, and is studying towards a Masters in 
Education Policies for Global Development.

Lindi Mzankomo is a senior budget analyst in the public finance 
division of the National Treasury, focusing on the social development 
sector. She graduated from the University of KwaZulu-Natal with 
Honours in Economics. She is well versed in the budget process and 
social development sector specific budget and policy issues. Lindi 
is also instrumental in monitoring social grant take-up rates and 
expenditure, as well in as projecting future trends in this area. She 
has worked in the area for seven years, and has played a pivotal role 
in producing social development related budget publications.

Nadine Nannan is a senior researcher with the Burden of Disease 
Research Unit at the South African Medical Research Council. She 
holds master’s degrees in Molecular Biology and Medical Demography. 
Her interests are in child mortality, inequalities in child health and the 
burden of disease.

Evelyne Nyokangi is an independent researcher working with Ashley 
Theron Consulting. She was previously based with the Economic 
Policy Research Institute, joining as a research fellow in 2014. Prior 
to this she had worked as a graduate research assistant at the 
University of Cape Town’s School of Economics, where she completed 
a Masters in Applied Economics. Her current research projects focus 
on strengthening the child protection system, assessing the capacity 
of welfare institutions, and exploring options for linking the Child 
Support Grant to complementary services.

Leila Patel holds the South African Research Chair in Welfare and Social 
Development and is director of the Centre for Social Development in 
Africa at the University of Johannesburg. Previously, she had been the 
director general for Social Welfare in the Mandela government. She 
has written widely on social welfare and social development in South 
Africa. Her research interests are in social protection, gender and 
care; children and youth development innovations; developmental 
social work; and the transformation of social welfare services. Leila 
received the Distinguished Woman in Science Award (Humanities and 
the Social Sciences) in 2013.   

Sue Philpott is an occupational therapist, and holds a Masters in 
Social Science and a PhD from the Centre for Disability Policy and Law 
at the University of the Western Cape. She is a senior researcher with 
the Disability Action Research Team, where she has worked on a wide 
range of disability-related research projects, including a situation 
analysis of children with disabilities in South Africa, commissioned by 
the Department of Social Development and UNICEF.  Sue’s particular 
interests are the rights of children with disabilities and early childhood 
development.

Sophie Plagerson is a senior research fellow at the Centre for Social 
Development in Africa, University of Johannesburg. She holds a PhD 
in Epidemiology from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine. Current and recent projects include research on social 
justice, social policy, social protection, mental health, state-citizen 
relations, and work/family policies.

Paula Proudlock is the manager of the child rights programme at 
the Children’s Institute. She holds an LLM in Constitutional and 
Administrative Law and specialises in research, advocacy and 
teaching on human rights, with a special focus on children’s socio-
economic rights. Paula was a founding member of the Alliance for 
Children’s Entitlement to Social Security, served on its board and 
led its law reform advocacy during the period of the Child Support 
Grant expansions (2000 – 2010). She also managed the Children’s Bill 
Working Group, a civil society network that actively participated in the 
making of the Children’s Bill from 2002 – 2008.

Stefanie Röhrs holds a Doctorate in Law from the University 
of Würzburg (Germany) and a Masters in Public Health from the 
University of Cape Town. Born and raised in Germany, Stefanie 
first came to South Africa and UCT in 2006 to conduct research on 
violence against women and access to health and justice services. 
She returned to Germany in 2012, but came back to South Africa in 
2015 and now works as a senior researcher at the Children’s Institute. 
She is interested in women’s and children’s rights with a focus on 
violence, sexual offences, and sexual and reproductive rights.

Mastoera Sadan is the programme manager for the Programme 
to Support Pro-poor Policy Development, and the National Income 
Dynamics Study in the Department of Planning, Monitoring and 
Evaluation. She was previously a senior policy analyst in the social 
sector of the Policy Coordination and Advisory Services in the 
Presidency. Mastoera holds an MSc from the London School of 
Economics, and is a doctoral candidate at Rhodes University. She 
was a visiting scholar at the University of Oxford in 2002/03. Her 
particular interests are in state forms and social policy, and poverty 
and inequality.  

Winnie Sambu is a researcher at the Children’s Institute. She holds 
a Masters in Economics (Development Studies) from the University 
of the Western Cape and an MA in Development Management from 
Ruhr-Universität Bochum/University of the Western Cape. Winnie’s 
research interests include food security and nutrition, poverty and 
household living conditions. At the Children’s Institute, Winnie works 
on Children Count, a monitoring project that provides statistics on the 
situation of children in South Africa and how this changes over the 
years. She has also been involved in other projects that have focused 
on early childhood development and child protection.  



138 South African Child Gauge 2016

Engenas Senona is a researcher and political analyst in the 
Department of Social Development. He has been in the department 
and social security field for over eight years, focusing on child grant 
policies and overall beneficiary and expenditure projections of social 
grants in South Africa. His research interests include the expansion 
of social security policies to cover the poor. He holds an Honours 
in Economics from the University of Johannesburg, and is working 
towards his Masters in Social Security at the University of the 
Witwatersrand.

Maylene Shung-King is a medical doctor with further training in 
public health. She currently holds a senior lecturer position in the 
Health Policy and Systems Division of the School of Public Health 
and Family Medicine at the University of Cape Town. Her special 
interest is child health, with a current focus on school health. Her 
training activities focus on leadership and management capacity 
development and she convenes a Postgraduate Diploma in Health 
Management (the Oliver Tambo Fellowship programme) and a module 
on leadership and management on the Postgraduate Diploma in 
Community Paediatrics and Child Health.

Sipho Sibanda is a lecturer in the Department of Social Work and 
Criminology, University of Pretoria (UP). He has worked at various 
child welfare organisations. Sipho holds a Masters in Social Work 
(Social Development and Policy), completed with distinction. His 
thesis was on the implementation of the Children’s Act 38 of 2005. 
He is currently pursuing a DPhil in Social Work at UP, for which he 
is conducting a study on family reunification services for children in 
alternative care. He has received academic honorary colours from UP. 
Sipho’s research interests include child protection, child legislation, 
social security, social development and policy.

Ann Skelton has worked as a children’s rights lawyer in South Africa 
for 25 years. She was at the forefront of child law reform through 
her involvement with the South African Law Reform Commission. 
Ann is currently the director of the Centre for Child Law, University 
of Pretoria. An advocate, she often appears in the superior courts 
arguing children’s rights issues in public interest law matters. She is 
an internationally recognised researcher and has published widely. 
In 2012 she received the Honorary World’s Children’s Prize, and was 
recently elected as a member of the UN Committee on the Rights of 
the Child.

Alex van den Heever presently holds the Chair of Social Security 
Systems Administration and Management Studies at the University of 
the Witwatersrand. He has a Masters in Economics from the University 
of Cape Town, and has worked in the areas of health economics and 
finance, public finance and social security for some 35 years. From 
2000 – 2010 he was advisor to the Council for Medical Schemes, and 
served in an advisory capacity to the social security policy processes 
taking forward the recommendations of the Taylor Committee and to 
the Competition Commission regarding private health markets.

Brenton Van Vrede has served as acting deputy director-general 
for social security in the national Department of Social Development 
since 2015, and the chief director for the Social Assistance Programme 
since 2011. He had previously worked as a budget director for 
Social Development in the National Treasury. He holds two master’s 
degrees, one in Business Administration (MBA) with an endorsement 
in Health Economics, and the other in Management, specialising in 
social security.

Gemma Wright is research director at the Southern African Social 
Policy Research Institute. She is also a Professor Extraordinarius 
of the Archie Mafeje Institute for Applied Social Policy Research at 
the University of South Africa, and a research associate at Rhodes 
University. She has a special interest in poverty, child poverty, social 
security policy and tax-benefit microsimulation.


